
The F Line

Concept Development:
In the wild, ferrets live in prairie 
dog tunnels and prey on the 
smaller rodents so I wanted to 
emulate their habitat in the wild 
by creating a tunnel system 
that they can explore. Since 
their enclosures are usually 
multi-leveled, I created tunnels 
that incline and decline to 
simulate the level changes. 
I incorporated the nodes to 
create destinations for the 
pets since they like to explore 
and hides things. I made 
the nodes int he shape of a 
dodecahedron so that there 
were flat surfaces to attach 
the tubing to and to allow 
multiple connections. I plan 
for the structure to be made 
of transparent and opaque 
materials that will be able to 
withstand the weight and teeth 
of the ferrets. 

I took inspiration for the layout of 
the tunnels system from the maps of 
subway systems since they are the 
human version of prairie dog tunnels 
hence the title: “The F Line”. The 
stops on the subway are represented 
by the dodecahedron. 

Shayla Thomas
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Assembly Instructions:

*This design is very fluid and adaptable. The 
finish product can be laid on a flat surface, 
mounted to a wall or propped against a 
vertical surface

1. Pick a shape, preferably with flat faces 
and construct the shape with openings 
wide enough for the tubing to comfortably 
sit inside. Secure at least one of the faces 
with hinges so the animal can easily be put 
in to the habitat and removed. 

2. Secure the tubing with 
3. Place the posts in your preferred 
locations and heights on to the base.

4. Attach the shapes, along with the 
inserted tubing on to the posts.

**This structure can be constructed without 
a base. If you plan on omitting the base 
and mounting it, make sure to stabilize the 
posts with a small piece material.
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Material List

-Transparent material such as 
acrylic

-Opaque material such as hard 
plastic

-Tubing at least 4” in diameter


